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those early Sutras seems to me home-grown, and it
deserves, I believe, in the highest degree the attention
of those who wish to discover the first beginnings of
mathematical science.

The rules on domestic ceremonies, connected with
marriage, birth, baptism, burial, the principles of
education, the customs of civil society, the laws of
inheritance, of property, of taxation and government,
can nowhere be studied to greater advantage than
in the Grzhya and Dharma-sutras. These are the
principal sources of those later metrical law-books,
the laws of Manu, Y%mavalkya, Par&sara, and the
rest, which, though they contain old materials, are
in their present form decidedly of a much later date.

In the same Sutrasl we find also certain chapters
devoted to philosophy, the first germs of which exist
in the Upanishads, and receive at a later time a most
perfect systematic treatment in the six collections of
philosophical Sutras. These Sutras may be of a much
later date2, but to whatever period they belong, they

they consulted, told them how to set about it, and explained to them
that the real object of the oracle was to encourage them to cultivate
science, instead of war, if they wished for more prosperous days. See
Plutarch, ' De Daemonic Socratis/ cap. vii.

1  See Apastamba-Sutras, translated by G-. Bu'hler, in ' Sacred Books
of the East.1

2  The Sankhya-karika with a   commentary was   translated  into
Chinese about 560 A.D.   See S. Beal, 'The Buddhist Tripirfaka,' p. 84.
I owe the date, and the fact that the translation, 'the Golden Seventy
Shaster/ agrees with Colebrooke's text, to a private communication
from Mr. S. Beal.  The author is said to have been Kapila.   Originally,
it is stated towards the end of the book, there were 60,000 ga"tha"s,
composed by PaTl&asikha (Opileyo), the pupil of Asuri, the pupil of
Kapila; and afterwards a Bra"hma^a, Isvara Krzshwa, selected 70 out
of the 60,000 g^th^s, and published them as the Suvarna-saptati-^stra.
There is also a translation by Hiouen-thsang of the Vaiseshika-nika'ya-
dasapad&rtha-s&stra, composed by (S^&na&andra.